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Happenings
Director’s Message
With dozens of  dedicated volunteers and organizers, it takes many
months for Friends of  the Library to prepare for their annual book
sale in March.

But each year the book sale is one of  the biggest events, and 
biggest sources of  program funding, that we see at Library of  The
Chathams.

Last year the book sale brought in nearly $30,000 and attracted 
hundreds of  visitors from all over New Jersey and neighboring 
states.

This year’s book sale begins on Saturday, March 12 at 9:30 am.

The monies raised from the annual book sale are used for many 
things, with the largest portion going to support programming for 
children, teens, and adults at our library. 

Each month children’s programming attracts thousands of  visitors 
for story times, music, dance, arts and crafts, science, and much 
more, the majority of  which receives support from Friends of  the
Library.

Summer Reading Clubs for all ages are also in part supported by 
the Friends’ efforts. In the summer of  2015, more than 700 
children, dozens of  teens, and more than 100 adults signed up for 
our clubs, reading, reporting on books, and earning prizes.

Thank you Friends of  the Library for supporting Library of  The
Chathams and the community. We hope to see everyone at this 
year’s book sale!

Karen Brodsky
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Connect with us! 

Friends of the Library of 
The Chathams remind you:

The Book Sale begins 
Saturday, March 12 at 9:30 am and 

runs through Friday, March 18.
Open during regular library hours.

Did you receive your 
annual appeal letter?

Mail back the enclosed card 
or donate on-line at 

www.chathamlibrary.org/make-a-donation
and support your Friends today!

Browse new book gifts at 
chathamlibrary.org or 

pick up a list at the library.
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Construction Is Beginning:
A Space for Everyone
If you’ve visited the library recently, you know that the 
first phase of construction has begun!  And, while you may 
experience some temporary inconvenience, we’re sure our 
community will be pleased with the results.

The biggest part of the current phase, made possible by a 
gift of $150,000 from the Woman’s Club of Chatham and a 
gift of $40,000 from the Friends of the Library, is to build 
a beautiful, dedicated space for teens.  It will include a 
sunny lounge area as well as glassed-in areas for group and 
individual study.  Young Adult books, music and video games 
will all be housed in this space.

Teens have never had adequate space in the library.  This 
new, welcoming area will encourage library use among 
the next generation of library users.  To this end, we have 
increased outreach to this age group and hired a dedicated 
teen librarian to build communication with teens, plan library 
events geared to teens, and encourage volunteerism.

A smaller part of the current building project will enhance 
building access through the rear entrance. Connect with us!

More Programs for Teens!
If you’re a teen or the parent of one, 

we want you to be aware of the 
programs that we offer  

this age group.

Our dedicated teen librarian, 
formally known as our Emerging 

Technology/Teen Librarian, Liz Day, 
regularly plans events for teens  

and their friends.

Look inside on Page 4 to learn 
about drawing and painting 
workshops, Tasty Tuesdays 

Cooking, and the Teen Advisory 
Board (TAB) which advises library 

staff about topics of interest to 
teens. There’s help with writing, 

and we’ve also hosted workshops 
to assist with college applications. 

Just check the newsletter or the 
library website to find out  

what’s coming up!
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National Alliance on 
Mental Health: 
In Our Own Voice
Wednesday, Sept. 20 – 7 pm
A powerful program, from 
trained presenters with 
lived experience, that aims 
to change 
attitudes, 
assumptions, 
and stereotypes 
about people 
living with 
mental health conditions.  
Audience members will be 
able to ask questions, learn 
more about mental health, 
and challenge misconceptions.

 For Zoom and/or registration information, go to chathamlibrary.org or call 973-635-0603
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Programs and Events
Adults

English as a Second Language (ESL)
The library’s ESL program for adult learners is free and taught 
by experienced volunteer teachers. Classes are taught online and 
in person. The next session starts on September 18. To learn 
more, go to chathamlibrary.org/esl-classes

Virtual Author Talks
In partnership with the Library Speakers Consortium and 
with help from the Friends of the Library, we continue this 
series of virtual author talks.  Register online at libraryc.org/
chathamlibrary.

My American Dream
with Lidia Bastianich

Thursday, Sept. 7 – 7 pm
This award-winning television 
host and bestselling author will 

talk about her memoir.  As a 
special bonus (and pre-release!), 
she will also preview her newest 

cookbook, Lidia’s: From Our 
Family Table to Yours.

Anatomy of a Breakthrough
 with Adam Alter

Wednesday, Sept. 20 – 2 pm
Almost everyone feels stuck in 
some way.  But it doesn’t have 
to be this way!  Hear from the 
author about the roadmap he’s 
laid out to escape our inertia 

and flourish in the face of 
friction.

A Talk with Amor Towles
Wednesday, Sept. 27 – 8 pm

Tune in as we chat online with 
New York Times bestselling 

author Amor Towles about his 
incredible body of work.  His 
books have sold more than 6 

million copies worldwide!

A Lifetime of Writing: 
A Conversation with 

John Irving 
Thursday, October 26 – 7 pm

We’ll chat with this 
international bestselling author 

about his most recent novel, 
The Last Chairlift, and about 
his prolific body of work in a 

lifetime spent writing. 

Wellness Initiative: 
Mental Health Counseling

Appointments available 
Mondays, 10 am to 4 pm

The library and the Mental 
Health Association of Essex 
and Morris provide free, 
confidential counseling 
sessions to individuals. All 
ages, presenting issues, and 
identities are welcome. These 
sessions are provided by a 
graduate student under the 
supervision of a licensed 
clinician. 

Late Breaking News:
European Travel Tips 

with Rick Steves
Tuesday, October  10 – 4 pm

Morris County 
Out of the Darkness Walk
Saturday, September 9 – 4 pm
Join the fight against suicide. 
Register for the 8th Out 
of the Darkness Walk at 
Cougar Field in Chatham 
Township.  Register today at 
afsp.org/morriscounty.



Back-to-School Ice Cream Social
Wednesday, September 13
4:30 to 5:30 pm
Bring friends, family, and 
neighbors to indulge in a 
delightful assortment of frozen 
desserts!  Whether you’re a 
student excited to reconnect 
with classmates or a parent 
looking to meet other families 
in the area, this is the perfect 
opportunity to build new relationships and celebrate 
a new school year. 

Tech Workshop: Learn Libby
Friday, September 15 – 11 am 
Learn how to access our digital 
collection of eBooks and audiobooks.  
Bring your device with you.  See the 
back page for more details. 

Continental Currency: 
The Paper Money That Funded 
Our American Revolution 
Friday, September 15 – 11:30 am
Ray Williams, District 
Representative of the 
American Numismatic 
Association, will talk 
about Continental 
Currency and how it 
relates to the American 
Revolution.  There will 
be an exhibit of genuine examples from each of the 
authorizing legislation dates. 

Drew Art Association: Fabulous Fakes
Artists’ Reception 
Sunday, September 17
2:15 to 4 pm
This show, now an 
annual tradition, 
consists of copies 
of works by famous 
artists as interpreted 
by members of the 
Drew Art Association.  
The show is on view 
through September.  Everyone is welcome to attend 
the opening reception, sponsored by Friends of the 
Library.

 For Zoom and/or registration information, go to chathamlibrary.org or call 973-635-0603

BO
O

KE
N
D
S 

 S
EP

TE
M

BE
R 

- O
CT

O
BE

R 
20

23

3

Mahjong Club
Are you a Mahjong player and looking for a group?  Our Mahjong Club meets on  
Wednesdays at 1 pm.  No instruction is provided so you must know how to play.

Buying a Home in Today’s Market
Tuesday, September 19 – 7 pm
Phyllis Byrne, Loan Consultant with LoanDepot, 
will head a panel of 
experts to help you 
better prepare for a 
successful transaction 
in today’s market.  
There will be a short 
presentation and 
plenty of time for questions. 

Bring Your Own Device Help Session
Mondays, September 25 & October 9
10 am to 12 pm
Bring your phone, laptop, or tablet to the library 
and get individualized assistance.  See the back 
page for more details. 

Gardening with Perennials
Monday, September 25 – 7 pm
Master Gardener 
Gail Di Domenico 
will teach us all 
about perennials—
where and how 
to use them, how 
to select plants 
for every season, add color, texture, year-round 
interest, and more.  (Rescheduled from 6/19.) 

Book Group –  
Our Missing Hearts
Wednesday, September 27 – 1 pm
We’ll discuss Our Missing Hearts by 
Celeste Ng.  You may pick up a copy 
of the book at the reference desk. 

Fun with Bubbles!
Saturday, September 30 – 11 am
All ages. 
Step into a realm 
where science 
meets artistry, and 
imagination knows 
no bounds!  Bubble 
masters of OMG 
Bubbles will skillfully 
create gigantic bubbles 
that seem to defy gravity and do tricks that will 
have you questioning physics! 



 For Zoom and/or registration information, go to chathamlibrary.org or call 973-635-0603

Programs and Events
Teens

All teen programs and events sponsored by  
Friends of the Library, unless otherwise noted.

Dungeons & Dragons Club
Thursdays in September & October 
6 to 8 pm     Grades 3 to 12
D&D is a fantasy tabletop role-playing game where 
players create their own characters to play and 
embark upon imaginary adventures. No computers 
or electronics needed!  A Dungeon Master serves as 
the game’s referee and storyteller.  No registration 
needed.

Dungeons & Dragons Academy for Beginners
Thursdays, September 7 to 28
6 to 8 pm     Grades 3 to 12
Advance registration is required.
Are you curious about D&D?  Learn how to play 
from Master Michele!  He will walk beginners 
through creating a character and explain how the 
game works.  Register only if you can attend all 
four sessions. 
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Watercolor Painting: The Basics 

Monday, October 2 – 2 pm
Create a Ralph Buehr-themed fruit painting.
Tuesday, October 3 – 7 pm
Learn wet-on-wet painting of an animal in the style 
of Dean Crouser.
Wednesday, October 4 – 7 pm
Paint a layered autumn wreath.
No experience is needed for this series of classes.  
For adults and teens.  Attend one, two or all three.  
Space is limited and registration is required. 

Sally Abbott: A Walk in the Swamp & More - 
Art Show Reception
Sunday, October 8 
2:15 to 4 pm
A nature lover, Sally 
Abbott photographs 
the vast beauty of 
the land, the light, 
and the sky and then 
translates that imagery 
to her canvases.  The show is on view through 
October.  Everyone is welcome to attend the opening 
reception, sponsored by Friends of the Library.

The Beatles: From Liverpool to Abbey Rd.
Wednesday, October 11 – 7 pm
Follow in the footsteps of The Beatles as they 
embark on their historic journey starting from their 
early days as a cover 
band in Liverpool, 
into the excitement of 
Beatlemania, to the 
formation of Apple 
Corps and their 
remarkable final recordings at Abbey Road Studios.  
In person or online. 

Book Launch: 
Babylon by Michelle Cameron
Sunday, October 15 – 2:30 pm
Meet novelist and Chatham 
resident Michelle Cameron and 
celebrate the launch of her new 
novel, Babylon: A Novel of Jewish 
Captivity, a family saga spanning 
three generations of exile. Books 
will be available for purchase. 

Chili Cook-Off
Wednesday, October 18 – 6:30 pm
Help us celebrate the fall 
season by entering your 
signature pot of chili in our 
2nd Annual Chili Cook-Off!  
Guests vote for their favorite 
chilis in various categories.  
There will be snacks, music, 
and games too. 

Book Group – 
Killers of the Flower Moon
Wednesday, October 25 – 1 pm
Join us in person at the library as 
our book group discusses Killers of 
the Flower Moon by David Grann.  
Everyone is welcome to attend, and 
you may pick up a copy of the book 
at the reference desk.



Teen Advisory Board
Wednesdays, September 27 & October 25
3:45 pm     Grades 6 to 12
Join our Teen Advisory Board (TAB) where you 
can develop new friendships and learn how you can 
volunteer at the library.  Members will discuss teen 
program ideas and help plan future events.  Snacks 
will be provided.  Attend any or all meetings.

Tape Resist Fall Canvas Painting
Thursday, October 26 – 3:45 pm 
Grades 6 to 12
Registration opens October 12.
Create a beautiful 9x12” 
fall birch tree painting with 
guidance from artist Lynn 
Schwartz.  Using paint and tape 
on canvas, you’ll paint your own 
autumn scene with beautifully 
colored leaves.  Space is limited; 
registration is required. 

Anime Drawing Workshop with Doug Baron
Tuesday, September 12 – 4 pm     
Grades 6 to 12
Registration is required.
In this 90-minute 
workshop, comic book 
artist Doug Baron 
will teach you to draw 
Japanese Anime/Manga 
characters and create 
your own! 

Tasty Tuesdays Cooking
Tuesdays, September 19; October 10 & 24 – 4:30 pm
Limit: 12 participants 
Ages 11 to 15
Registration opens 
September 5.
Join our teen librarian for 
some fun cooking, baking, 
or decorating!  Practice, 
try it for the first time, or 
just make new friends.  No experience is necessary, 
and recipes will be simple. 

Writing Help with Audrey
Wednesdays, September 20; October 4 & 18 – 4 pm
For students of all ages.
Have a book report 
due?  Need someone to 
proofread your paper?  
Don’t know how to write 
an intro?  Audrey’s here 
to help!  Registration is 
encouraged, but drop-
ins are welcome. 

 For Zoom and/or registration information, go to chathamlibrary.org or call 973-635-0603 5

BO
O

KE
N
D
S 

 S
EP

TE
M

BE
R 

- O
CT

O
BE

R 
20

23 Video Game Club
Fridays, in September & October
3 to 5:45 pm     Grades 6 to 12
Stop by to play Super Smash Bros. Ultimate 
or Mario Kart for Nintendo Switch on the big 
screen.  We also have an Arcade1Up arcade 
cabinet with Centipede, Missile Command, 
Crystal Castles, and Millipede, 
and an Arcade1Up Infinity 
Gaming Table with digital 
versions of your favorite board 
games, plus a Marvel-themed 
digital pinball machine!

Programs and Events
Children

THURSDAY IS LIBRARY DAY! 
For preschoolers and their caregivers.

Choose either 10 - 10:30 am 
or 10:45 - 11:15 am

No registration is required. 
Limit 75 people per session.

Yoga Storytime with Miss Jenn
September 7, October 5

Music & Movement with Miss Susan
September 14, October 12

Tiny Tot Crafts & Stories
September 21, October 19

Boogie Woogie Babies
September 28, October 26

All children’s programs and events made possible through 
the generosity of: Friends of the Library, Kiwanis Club of 
the Chathams, Ann L. Buesing Children’s Fund for the 
Library of The Chathams of the Community Foundation 
of NJ, Marlee and Carl Frahn Fund for the Library of 
The Chathams of the Community Foundation of NJ, and 
the Chatham Jaycees.



LEGOPALOOZA!
Fridays, September 8 & 22 – 4 to 5 pm
Grades K & Up
Drop in, no registration is required.
Love LEGOs?  The library does too!  Help us 
showcase our enormous LEGO collection by 
building a creation of your own design.  LEGO 
creations will be put on display.

Read Aloud to Therapy Dogs
Tuesday, September 19 & 
Wednesday, October 18 – 4 pm   
Grades K & Up
Registration is required.
Hey kids!  Come read your favorite 
book to a therapy dog.  All the 
dogs and their handlers have been certified by The 
Bright & Beautiful Therapy Dogs. 

Music Theory & Vocal Technique Workshop
Fridays, September 22 to October 13 – 4 pm     
Grades 1 to 3     Limit: 12 children
Registration opens Friday, September 8.
Children will explore the 
fundamentals of music 
theory, learn about vocal 
technique and music 
notation, and even prepare 
for a mini-performance.  
With interactive activities 
and games, this workshop promises to ignite a 
passion for music and set kids on a melodic journey 
of creativity. 

Moon Festival Celebration 
Friday, September 29 – 4 pm
Grades 2 to 4     
Limit: 10 children
Registration opens Friday, September 15.
Happy Moon 
Festival!  Make 
colorful lanterns, 
eat mooncakes, and 
listen to stories like 
Thanking the Moon: 
Celebrating the Mid-
Autumn Moon Festival 
by Grace Lin. 

Children’s Book Club: Historical Fiction
Thursdays, September 7 to 28 – 4 pm
Grades 2 & 3     Limit: 8 children
Advance registration is required.
If you are interested in reading the Ranger in Time 
series and making new friends, join the Children’s 
Book Club!  In this session, we will read Rescue on the 
Oregon Trail over the course of the four meetings with 
discussions and related activities.  Children will be 
given a copy of the book at the first meeting. 

Indian Film Dance Workshop
Thursdays, September 7 to 
October 26 (except 10/5) – 5 pm     
Ages 8 to 12     
Limit: 8 children
Advance registration is 
required.
Anybody can dance!  Come 
join us for a fun-filled dance 
class inspired by Indian film music.  On October 
26, we’ll have a recital to showcase what we have 
learned.  Please be sure you can commit to all six 
classes and the recital day. 
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 For Zoom and/or registration information, go to chathamlibrary.org or call 973-635-0603

STORYTIME
An 8-week progressive program for 
preschoolers and their caregivers.

Limit: one 8-week session per child.

Due to high demand, registration is limited to 
Chatham Borough and Chatham Township 
residents only.  A Chatham Library card is 

required to register.  
Registration opens Monday, September 11.

Mondays, September 18 – November 6
10 – 10:30 am   Ages 9 to 24 months

10:45 – 11:15 am   Ages 2 to 3
11:30 am – 12 pm   Ages 3½ to 5

Tuesdays, September 19 – November 7
(no Storytime on October 31)

10 – 10:30 am   Ages 9 to 24 months
10:45 – 11:15 am   Ages 2 to 3

Fun with Bubbles with OMG Bubbles!
Saturday, September 30 – 11 am

All ages.  See page 3 for all the details. 
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7 For Zoom and/or registration information, go to chathamlibrary.org or call 973-635-0603

Children’s Book Club: Fantasy
Thursdays, October 5 to 26 – 4 pm
Grades 2 & 3     Limit: 8 children
Registration opens Thursday, September 21.
If you are interested in reading The Kingdom of Wrenly 
series and making new friends, join the Children’s 
Book Club!  This session we will read The Lost Stone 
with discussions and related activities.  Children will 
be given a copy of the book at the first meeting. 

Coloring Craze
Friday, October 6 – 3 to 5 pm
Grades K & Up
Drop in; no registration is required. 
Coloring promotes mindfulness and is a great way 
for children (and adults!) to relieve stress.  It is also 
a fun way to improve fine motor skills.  Let your 
creativity shine!

BINGO!
Monday, October 9 – 5 pm
Grades K to 5   
No registration is needed.
B-I-N-G-O and Bingo 
was his name-o!  Join 
us for a fun-filled hour 
of Bingo.  If you win a 
round, you will have the 
opportunity to choose a 
prize from our treasure chest!

Owl Pellet Exploration
Friday, October 20 – 4 pm
Grades 3 & Up     
Limit: 20 children
Registration opens 
Friday, October 6.
After an introduction 
to the amazing 
adaptations of NJ 
owls using feathers, 
taxidermy mounts, 
and other artifacts, we’ll dissect owl pellets to 
reconstruct the skeletons of their prey. 

NEW! Rated Fall Chess Tournament
Saturday, October 21 – 10 am 
Register for all levels in advance.  
Unrated players: Grades K to 2
Players of all levels are welcome.
Players rated below 1200: Grades K to 12
USCF membership is required.  
There will be trophies, medals, and certificates of 
participation. 

Halloween Craft 
Monday, October 30 – 4 pm
Grades 2 & Up     
Limit: 10 children 
Registration opens Monday, 
October 16.
Happy Halloween!  Come 
to the haunted library for a 
spooky craft!  Children will 
create a paper bag monster 
puppet and paint pumpkins. 

Halloween Parade 
Tuesday, October 31 - 10 am to 12 pm
All Ages     Drop in, no registration required. 
Meet in the Children’s Room and join the parade 
around the library grounds.  After the parade, we’ll 
be entertained inside by two Disney princesses!  
There will be time to take pictures with the 
princesses after the program.  

CHESS FOR KIDS

Mondays, September 11 – October 16
Advance registration is required.

Classes are led by Chess Expert Sean Finn.
Register only if you can attend all 6 classes. 

Group 1:  4 – 4:45 pm
Players with little or no experience.

Suggested ages 6 to 8     Limit: 12 children

Group 2:  5 – 5:45 pm
Players who can finish a game  

with checkmate.
Suggested ages 8 & up     Limit: 16 children

Group 3:  6 – 6:45 pm 
Players who have previously taken  
Group 2 or other similar classes.

Suggested ages 8 & up    Limit: 16 children
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Tech Workshops For Help With Your Electronic Devices
Computers, cell phones and tablets play a large role in our modern-day lives.  You might feel a bit 
overwhelmed by the wide range of different operating systems and with all the choices you have to make. 
The staff at Library of the Chathams is here to help!  We are hosting Tech Workshops which provide 
individualized assistance with using electronic devices like phones, laptops and tablets.  All you need to do is 
register for the classes and bring your device with you.

Upcoming Workshops 
Tech Workshop: Learn Libby 
Friday, September 15 – 11 am 
In this class, you’ll learn how to download, register, and use 
the Libby app to access our library’s digital collection of 
eBooks and audiobooks.  Read or listen—all at no charge! 

Bring Your Own Device Help Sessions
Mondays, September 25 & October 9 – 10 am to 12 pm
Drop into this workshop and get help adding new contacts to 
your phone, sending an email, or adding and using new apps 
on your device.  Please register for this program.  Drop-ins may be accepted if time permits. 

Watch for more classes in future editions of this newsletter or online at chathamlibrary.org.

2023 Board of Trustees
Andy Hollander, President

Kevin Sullivan, Vice President
Susan M. Allen, Secretary
Lynn Magrane, Treasurer
Christina Mott, Trustee

Elected
Thaddeus J. Kobylarz, Borough Mayor

Mark Hamilton, Township Representative

Joint
Danielle Dagounis, Superintendent’s Alternate

Emeriti
Fredric Pocci

Marlee F. Frahn, Served 1981-2007
Alice B. Lundt, Served 1992-2010
Emery Westfall, Served 1995-2010
Mary T. Benton, Served 1996-2012

Peggy Nelson, Served 2013-2019

 For Zoom and/or registration information, go to chathamlibrary.org or call 973-635-0603


