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Happenings
Director’s Message
With dozens of  dedicated volunteers and organizers, it takes many
months for Friends of  the Library to prepare for their annual book
sale in March.

But each year the book sale is one of  the biggest events, and 
biggest sources of  program funding, that we see at Library of  The
Chathams.

Last year the book sale brought in nearly $30,000 and attracted 
hundreds of  visitors from all over New Jersey and neighboring 
states.

This year’s book sale begins on Saturday, March 12 at 9:30 am.

The monies raised from the annual book sale are used for many 
things, with the largest portion going to support programming for 
children, teens, and adults at our library. 

Each month children’s programming attracts thousands of  visitors 
for story times, music, dance, arts and crafts, science, and much 
more, the majority of  which receives support from Friends of  the
Library.

Summer Reading Clubs for all ages are also in part supported by 
the Friends’ efforts. In the summer of  2015, more than 700 
children, dozens of  teens, and more than 100 adults signed up for 
our clubs, reading, reporting on books, and earning prizes.

Thank you Friends of  the Library for supporting Library of  The
Chathams and the community. We hope to see everyone at this 
year’s book sale!

Karen Brodsky
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Connect with us! 

Friends of the Library of 
The Chathams remind you:

The Book Sale begins 
Saturday, March 12 at 9:30 am and 

runs through Friday, March 18.
Open during regular library hours.

Did you receive your 
annual appeal letter?

Mail back the enclosed card 
or donate on-line at 

www.chathamlibrary.org/make-a-donation
and support your Friends today!

Browse new book gifts at 
chathamlibrary.org or 

pick up a list at the library.
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A Note of Thanks to Our Friends 
Have you attended the wildly 
successful annual book sale 
with 40,000 titles?  Thank 
the Friends of the Library 
of the Chathams.  Know a 
child or adult who joined the 
summer reading programs?  
Thank the Friends.  Attended 
one of the more than 1,000 
yearly children’s, teen, or 
adult events at the library or 
online?  Thank the Friends, 
who fully or partially 
underwrite some of our most 
popular programs.  Have you 
seen the banner in front of the 
library with “Welcome” in 
25 languages, or the banner 
for the Veterans Project of 
the Chathams hosted by 
the Library?  The Friends 
donated these banners.

The Friends is a distinguished organization of volunteers who 
advocate for our library.  They enable purchase of resources 
beyond the library’s operating budget. Their talent and drive 
help knit together and support our library and, by extension, 
our Chatham community.

We owe a constant debt of gratitude to the Friends.  You can 
learn how to join, donate, and appreciate all the Friends’ 
initiatives at friendsofthechathamlibrary.org.  The Friends 
make Library of the Chathams a special place!

Andy Hollander, President, Library Board of Trustees
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Connect with us!

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
NEWS

Book Collection
January 14 through February 11
The Friends of the Library will be 

accepting gently used books, CDs 
and vinyl records for the Annual 
Book Sale.  Bring your donations 
to the rear entrance of the library 
and deposit them in the hallway.  
Please donate books that are in 

good condition!  We do not accept 
textbooks or encyclopedias.

The Book Sale begins on March 11.

Annual Friends Meeting
Make 2023 the year you become 

a Friend of the Library!  Please 
join us for our annual meeting on 

Wednesday, January 11 at 9:30 am.

Friends of the Library Board members, 
left to right: Sitting – Laurie DeBiasse, 

Debbie Fabian, Barbara Butta, Maureen 
Kelly; Standing – Susan Ross, Sean Dailey, 

Jeannine Sorrentino, Megan Schaaf;  
Not pictured – Kerin Christel, Joyce 

Engelbert, Susan Hoag, Ananya Holland, 
Betsy Maltby, Salli McMorrow, Cynthia 

Murphy, Cynthia O’Gorman, Michael Rato, 
Maureen Reiss, Susan Tackaberry



 For Zoom and/or registration information, go to chathamlibrary.org or call 973-635-0603
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Programs and Events
Adults Mahjong Club

Are you a Mahjong player 
and looking for a group?  

Our Mahjong Club meets on 
Wednesdays at 1 pm.   

No instruction is provided so 
you must know how to play.

Virtual Author Talks
In partnership with the Library Speakers Consortium and 
with help from the Friends of the Library, we continue this 
series of virtual author talks.  Register online at libraryc.org/
chathamlibrary.

The Gilded Ones Series
with Namina Forna

Thursday, January 12 – 2 pm
Namina Forna, a New York 

Times bestselling author, 
will talk about her second 
installment in the series,  

The Merciless Ones.

Decluttering to Start Your 
New Year with Dana K. White

Tuesday, January 17 – 2 pm
Learn to become better 

organized and clutter-free with 
Dana K. White.  Her reality-

based tips will give you exactly 
what you need to start making 

an impact on your space.

What if? 2
with Randall Munroe

Tuesday, January 31 – 2 pm
Join us for a virtual chat with 
xkcd webcomic and What if? 

series creator Randall Munroe.

Back in a Spell 
with Lana Harper

Thursday, February 9 – 7 pm
Lana Harper will discuss her 
enchanting third installment 
of her immensely popular The 
Witches of Thistle Grove series.

Tastes Like War
with Grace M. Cho

Thursday, February 16 – 1 pm
Grace Cho will discuss her 

book—part food memoir, part 
sociological investigation about 
her search for the roots of her 

mother’s schizophrenia.

The Last Hours
with Cassandra Clare

Tuesday, February 28 – 8 pm
Join us as we chat with mega-
bestselling author, Cassandra 
Clare, about her newest and 
final book in The Last Hours 

series, Chain of Thorns.

English as 
a Second 
Language 
(ESL)

The library’s ESL program 
for adult learners is free 
and taught by experienced 
volunteer teachers.  To learn 
more about current and 
upcoming sessions, go to 
chathamlibrary.org/esl-
classes.

Income Tax Assistance
Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) will be held 
on Wednesdays, February 1 to 
April 12, from 10 am to 2 pm. 

Appointments for this free 
service may be made at the 
library or by calling 973-635-
0603.  Please bring all your 
financial records from 2022, 
copies of your 2021 federal 
and state tax returns, all 
printed and blank forms from 
the Internal Revenue Service, 
your picture identification, 
and proof of Social Security 
for all dependents filing.



 For Zoom and/or registration information, go to chathamlibrary.org or call 973-635-0603
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Arcade Weekend for All Ages
Friday, January 6 – 3 to 5:30 pm
Saturday, January 7 – 9:30 am to 4 pm
This event is for all gamers out there – teenagers, 
children and their parents, whole families.  See the 
Teen Section for the details.  

Take Control of Your Health
Tuesdays, January 10, 17, 24 & 31 and
February 7 & 14 – 1 pm
Westfield Regional 
Health Dept. offers 
this series for adults 
age 55 or older with 
an ongoing health 
condition.  You will 
get the support you 
need, find practical 
ways to deal with 
pain and fatigue, discover healthier nutrition and 
exercise choices, and learn better ways to talk with 
your doctor and family.  Refreshments will be 
served.  

Bring Your Own Device Help Session
Monday, January 16 – 10 am
If you received a new device over the holidays, do 
you need help adding new contacts to your phone, 
sending an email, or adding and using new apps?  
Bring your phone, laptop, or tablet to the library 
for individualized help with learning the basics.  
Registration is requested. 

Social Media for Beginners
Wednesday, January 18 – 11 am
Caitlin O’Neill, CEO and Founder of MC 
Marketing & Content, 
will teach us the 
basics of social media 
and how to start 
your own profile on 
multiple platforms.  
In-person only.  
Advance registration is 
suggested. 

Public Safety with the  
Chatham Borough Police
Monday, January 23 – 6:30 pm
Hear about recent public safety 
issues and happenings in the 
community.  The Department 
mission, in partnership with the 
community, is to promote a safe 
and secure environment, free from 
crime and fear of crime.  In-person only.  Advance 
registration is suggested. 

Discover NJ Military History
Wednesday, January 25 – 11 am
The National Guard Militia 
Museum of New Jersey, located 
in Sea Girt, tells the story of 
the state’s Militia and National 
Guard.  In this Zoom-only 
presentation, listen to one of the 
museum’s historians recount NJ’s 
role in the Civil War. 

Book Group – 
Lessons in Chemistry
Wednesday, January 25 – 1 pm
An in-person discussion of Lessons 
in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus. 
Everyone is welcome, and you 
may pick up a copy of the book at 
the reference desk.  

Drawing for Absolute Beginners
Mondays, January 30 and 
February 6, 13 & 20 – 4:30 pm
Using a technique dating back to the Renaissance, 
artist Gene Wisniewski will teach you the 
fundamentals of 
how to accurately 
draw what you 
see—even if you 
have little or no 
experience.  Four 
sessions online 
only via Zoom. 

Advanced Social Media 
Tuesday, February 7 – 4:30 pm
Caitlin O’Neill, CEO and 
Founder of MC Marketing 
& Content, will cover social 
media marketing tactics 
and techniques to grow 
your business and following.  
In-person only.  Advance 
registration suggested. 

Valentine’s Cookie Decorating & Recipe Swap
Sunday, February 12 – 3 pm
Add a little sweetness to 
your Valentine’s Day!  Bring 
multiple copies of a beloved 
cookie recipe to share with 
your neighbors.  Sugar 
cookies, icing, and sprinkles 
will be provided.  In-person 
only; $10 to participate.  
Advance registration is 
required. 



 For Zoom and/or registration information, go to chathamlibrary.org or call 973-635-0603

Programs and Events
Teens
All teen programs and events sponsored by Friends of the 

Library, unless otherwise noted.

Meet Our New Emerging Technologies/ 
Teen Librarian!
Next time you are at the 
library, please say hello 
to Liz Day, our new 
Emerging Technologies/
Teen Librarian.  Liz 
graduated with her Master 
of Information degree 
from Rutgers University in 
May 2021.  She began her 
library career at Library of 
the Chathams as a library 
assistant, working both in 
Circulation and Youth Services before taking on 
her new role.  Liz’s favorite book genre is mystery 
and she loves solving puzzles.

Dungeons & Dragons Club
Thursdays, 6 to 8 pm
Grades 5 to 12
D&D is a fantasy tabletop role-playing game 
where players create their own characters to play 
and embark upon imaginary adventures.  The 
D&D Club is a great place for kids to socialize in 
person with no computers or electronics needed!  A 
Dungeon Master serves as the game’s referee and 
storyteller.  Together they solve dilemmas, engage 
in battles, and gather treasure and knowledge.  
Join the D&D Club today!  No registration is 
required.

Teen Advisory Board
Thursday, January 5, Wednesday, January 18 & 
Thursday, February 9 – 3:30 pm
Grades 6 to 12
Join us for our first Teen Advisory Board (TAB) 
where you can develop new friendships and learn 
about all the different ways you can volunteer 
at the library.  Members will provide new teen 
program ideas and help plan future events.  After 
the initial meetings, we will meet once a month. 
Attend any or all meetings.  Snacks will be 
provided.
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Monuments of Ancient Egypt
Wednesday, February 15 – 7 pm
Ancient Egypt is one 
of the wellsprings of 
civilization.  Learn 
about amazing feats of 
Egyptian architecture 
and engineering, their 
beliefs and culture, and 
their religion.  Explore 
the remains they left 
behind and see their impact on modern society.  
Online via Zoom. 

African Americans in Golf History
Thursday, February 16 – 7 pm
In honor of Black History 
Month, experts at the 
U.S. Golf Museum & 
Library will discuss the 
diverse history of golf and 
the impact of African 
Americans on the game.  
Artifacts and photographs 
from the USGA collections 
will bring to life the stories 
of John Shippen, Ann 
Gregory, Charlie Sifford, 
Althea Gibson, Bill Wright, Tiger Woods, and other 
important figures in golf history.  In-person only.  
Advance registration is suggested. 

Book Group – Trust
Wednesday, February 22 – 1 pm
Join us in person at the library as 
our book group discusses Trust by 
Pulitzer Prize finalist Hernan Diaz.  
All are welcome, and you may 
pick up a copy of the book at the 
reference desk.

Essex Water Color Show
Reception: Sunday, February 26 – 2:15 to 4 pm
The Essex Water Color Club will hold its annual 
members’ show 
at the Library 
through the month 
of February.  
Established in 
1932, it is the oldest 
watercolor club in 
New Jersey with 
approximately 200 
members.  The 
group’s main goal 
is to promote an appreciation for watercolor among 
artists and the community.



 For Zoom and/or registration information, go to chathamlibrary.org or call 973-635-0603 5
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Video Game Club
Fridays, January 13, 20 & 27; February 3, 10 & 
17 – 3 to 5:45 pm    
Grades 6 to 12
Stop by to play Super Smash 
Bros. Ultimate or Mario 
Kart for Nintendo Switch 
on the big screen with eight 
controllers.  Feel free to bring 
your own Joy-Cons or Switch Pro controller.  
Explore our Arcade1Up cabinet and the 
Arcade1Up Infinity Gaming Table.

Dungeons & Dragons Academy for Beginners
Thursdays, January 5, 12, 19  & 26 – 6 to 8 pm
Registration is required.
Thursdays, February 2, 9, & 16 and March 2
6 to 8 pm
Registration opens January 19.
Limit: Six beginning players in Grades 3 to 8. 
Register only if you can attend all 4 sessions.
Sign up for our D&D Academy and learn how to 
play from Master Michele!  He will walk beginners 
through creating a character and explain how the 
game works. 

Arcade Weekend
Friday, January 6 – 3 to 5:30 pm
Saturday, January 7 – 9:30 am to 4 pm
All Ages
This event is for all gamers–teenagers, children 
and their parents, whole families.  There will be 
many systems set up to play, from the old-school 
Atari, Nintendo, and Sega consoles to newer systems 
like the Nintendo Switch, and our Arcade 1Up 
Centipede cabinet!  In Memory of Alexander Butta

Super Smash Bros. Tournaments
Saturday, January 7 
Ages 10 & Under – 11 am
Ages 11 & Up – 1:30 pm
Limit: 16 players in each tournament
Compete in Super Smash Bros. Ultimate 
Tournaments (Nintendo Switch) on our big screen! 
Prizes for each 1st and 2nd place winner. 

Tasty Tuesdays Cooking
Tuesdays, January 10 & 24; February 7 & 21
4:30 pm      Registration is required.
Limit: 10 participants ages 11-15
Join our teen librarian 
for some fun cooking, 
baking, or decorating!  
This is a great time to 
practice cooking and 
baking, try it for the first 
time, or just make new 
friends.  No experience 
necessary and recipes will be simple. 

Canvas Mural Paint Party
Wednesday, January 25
3:30 to 5:30 pm
Limit: 12 participants in 
Grades 6 to 12
See the back page of this 
newsletter for details on 
how you can contribute to 
this project. 

Programs and Events
Children

For preschoolers and their caregivers...
THURSDAY IS LIBRARY DAY!

Choose either 10 – 10:30 am or  
10:45 – 11:15 am

No registration required.

Yoga Storytime with Miss Jenn
January 5, February 2

Music & Movement with Miss Susan
January 12, February 9

Miss Carol Dance
January 19, February 16

Boogie Woogie Babies
January 26, February 23

All children’s programs and events made possible through 
the generosity of: Friends of the Library Ann L. Buesing 
Children’s Fund for the Library of The Chathams of 
the Community Foundation of NJ, Marlee and Carl 
Frahn Fund for the Library of The Chathams of the 
Community Foundation of NJ.
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CHESS FOR KIDS - IN PERSON
Mondays, January 9, 23, 30; 

February 6, 13, & 27 
(No class Jan. 16 or Feb. 20)

Classes are led by Chess Expert Sean Finn.
Register only if you can attend all 6 classes. 

Group 1:  4 – 4:45 pm
Players who know how pieces move.

Suggested ages 5 to 8    Limit: 12 children

Group 2:  5 – 5:45 pm
Players who can finish a game with checkmate.

Suggested ages 8 to 10    Limit: 16 children

Group 3:  6 – 6:45 pm
Players who have previously taken Group 2 or 

other similar classes.
Suggested ages 8 to 10    Limit: 16 children

An 8-week progressive program for  
preschoolers and their caregivers.

Limit: one 8-week session per child.
Due to high demand, registration is limited to 
Chatham Borough and Chatham Township 
residents only.  A Chatham Library card is 

required to register. 

Mondays, January 16 - March 6
10 – 10:30 am    Ages 9 to 24 months
10:45 – 11:15 am     Ages 2 to 3 years

Tuesdays, January 17 - March 7
10 – 10:30 am    Ages 9 to 24 months
10:45 – 11:15 am     Ages 2 to 3 years

STORYTIME

Simply Balanced with Ms. Gina
Wednesday, January 11 – 4 pm
Grades K-3
Registration is required.
Limit: 12 children and their caregivers
Gina Roof, nutrition 
and wellness health 
coach at Simply 
Balanced with Gina, 
will teach participants 
how to make snacks 
that will sustain 
energy and provide 
nutrients.  Everyone 
will go home with a healthy snack and recipes! 

MLK Day Luminary Project
Monday, January 16 – 2 pm
Grades K & Up
Light up our towns with luminaries in memory 
of Dr. Martin Luther King’s vision of a beloved 
community and his campaign against poverty, 
bigotry and prejudice.  Make a decorated luminary 
at the library and light it at 5 pm that evening.

Read Aloud to Therapy Dogs
Tuesday, January 17 & 
Wednesday, February 8 – 4 pm   Grades K & Up
Registration is required.
Hey kids!  Come and read your favorite book to 
a therapy dog!  Parents: this 
program allows children 
to read aloud to a neutral 
listener.  For many children, 
it’s a chance to experience 
stress-free reading and 
become motivated to read.  
All the dogs and their 
handlers have been certified 
by The Bright & Beautiful 
Therapy Dogs. 

 For Zoom and/or registration information, go to chathamlibrary.org or call 973-635-0603



Trip Around the Mural - India
Thursday, February 16 – 4 pm
Grades 1 to 3        Limit: 25 children
Registration opens Thursday, February 2.
We are traveling 
to beautiful, 
vibrant India, 
a country rich 
with culture 
and tradition, 
to celebrate the 
festival of Holi!  Home to nearly 1.5 billion people, 
it has beautiful buildings and landscapes.  Using 
blow painting techniques, we will create colorful 
art!  We will also sample Indian treats. 

Jump, Dance, Sing with JP Arthur
Saturday, February 18 – 10:00 am    
Ages 2-5
Join us for this interactive 
concert where kids are 
encouraged to play their 
“air” guitars and sing 
along to the music.  JP 
Arthur will perform some 
original songs as well as 
some well-known classics 
for kids.  After the concert, kids can try out his 
guitar!

How to Create a Terrarium
Monday, February 20 – 2:00 pm
Grades 3-5
Registration opens Monday, 
February 6.  
Limit: 20 children
Watch Earl Hicks of Zoom 
Balloons demonstrate how to 
create a 5-gallon, self-sustaining 
plant ecosystem.  After the 
program, the terrarium will be on display in the 
children’s room. 

Trip Around the Mural - Australia
Thursday, January 19 – 4 pm
Grades 1 to 3        Limit: 25 children
Registration opens Thursday, January 5.
We are heading 
“Down Under” 
to visit Australia, 
home to beautiful 
beaches, vast 
deserts, a blend 
of cultures, and 
unusual, yet adorable, animals.  We will decorate 
a boomerang and musical clapping sticks.  Snacks 
will include homemade Anzac biscuits (cookies) and 
“fairy bread.” 

Author’s Visit: Zoey Wonders Why
Saturday, January 28 – 1:00 pm     
Ages 4 & Up
Nadia Khan, a New Jersey 
author and mom of little 
boys, will read Zoey Wonders 
Why.  Zoey is a vivacious and 
curious kindergartener.  Can 
Zoey conquer her fears and 
love herself for all that she is?  
Come find out!

Maple Sugaring
Wednesday, February 1 – 4 pm
Grades K & up
Registration opens Wednesday, January 18.  
Limit: 30 children
How is sweet maple 
syrup made from tree 
sap?  Watch the process 
from start to finish with 
an interactive PowerPoint 
presentation and 
touchable artifacts.  Staff from the Great Swamp 
Outdoor Education Center in Chatham Township 
will present this “sweet” program. 
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Winter Chess Tournament
Saturday, February 25 – 10 am to 4 pm
Ages 5-13 at all skill levels.
Registration opens February 10.
Do you love playing chess?  Come have some fun with Coach 
Sean in the Library’s Winter Chess Tournament!  Players will 
receive certificates for participation and there will be prizes. 

 For Zoom and/or registration information, go to chathamlibrary.org or call 973-635-0603



Are you the parent/guardian of a teen or tween?
We want to hear from you! 
Please scan the QR code to take a 5-question survey about programs 
that you think would be useful for your child or yourself.
You can also find the survey at bit.ly/newteenprograms

Canvas Mural Paint 
Project for Teens
Wednesday, January 25 – 3:30 to 5:30 pm
Limit: 12 participants in Grades 6 to 12.
Help us create the new look for our Woman’s Club Room!  Bring 
your imagination and paint your design on a 16” by 16” canvas.  
These squares will ultimately be assembled on the walls of our 
Woman’s Club Room to display Chatham’s artistic talent.  Canvas, 
paints, and brushes will be provided.  Registration is required. 
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BOOKENDS
Library of The Chathams
214 Main Street 
Chatham, NJ 07928

2022 Board of Trustees
Andy Hollander, President

Kevin Sullivan, Vice President
Susan M. Allen, Secretary
Barb Montague, Treasurer

Lynn Magrane, Trustee
Christina Mott, Trustee

Elected
Thaddeus J. Kobylarz, Borough Mayor

Mark Hamilton, Township Representative

Joint
Danielle Dagounis, Superintendent’s Alternate

Emeriti
Fredric Pocci

Marlee F. Frahn, Served 1981-2007
Alice B. Lundt, Served 1992-2010
Emery Westfall, Served 1995-2010
Mary T. Benton, Served 1996-2012

Peggy Nelson, Served 2013-2019


