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LIBRARY OF THE CHATHAMS 

VIRTUAL MEETING 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

AGENDA 

Tuesday, December 15, 2020 

7:30 PM 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE:  Pursuant to the requirements of the Open Public 

Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has been provided as follows: Chatham Courier, 

Morris County Daily Record, library website, notice provided to Chatham Borough Clerk, 

Chatham Township Clerk, and School Board Executive Assistant.  Notice of virtual meeting was 

sent to same with exception of library bulletin board. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER  

 

RESOLUTION #2020-60 

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 

Resolved that the Library Board of Trustees approves payment of Bills to Ratify, New Bills and 

New Additional Bills as presented. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Finance 

 

Building and Grounds 

 

Strategic Planning 

Committee meeting with consultant Semple Bixel 

Bridging Project timeline discussion 

 

Morris-Union Federation 

 

Friends of the Library 
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Personnel 

RESOLUTION #2020-61 

APPROVING ANNUAL SALARIES FOR NON-UNION STAFF AND  

STAFF EARNING MINIMUM WAGE 

 

Resolved that the following non-union staff members’ compensation be adjusted as follows 

effective January 1, 2021 

 

Karen Brodsky will receive a salary increase of _____% 

Galina Natenzon will receive a salary increase of _____% 

Margaret Harvey will receive a salary increase of _____% 

Jean McFadden will receive a salary increase of _____% 

Part-time staff members who work insufficient hours to be in the union but are compensated at a 

rate higher than minimum wage will receive a salary increase of _____% 

 

Further resolved that part-time staff members who are compensated at minimum wage will 

receive a $1.00 per hour increase as required by state law. 

 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

RESOLUTION #2020-62 

AUTHORIZING WAIVER OF LATE FINES 

Resolved that the Library Board of Trustees authorizes waiver of late fines until March 31, 2021, 

and will review extending that date at the March 2021 Board meeting.   

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Reopen timing discussion 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE LIBRARY OF THE CHATHAMS 

RESOLUTION #2020-63 

AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS AND FILING OF DOCUMENTS 

NECESSARY TO REINSTATE THE LIBRARY’S CORPORATE STATUS AND TO 

UPDATE AND CORRECT THE NAME OF THE LIBRARY AND IDENTITY OF ITS 

REGISTERED AGENT WITH THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

 WHEREAS, The Library of the Chathams originally was established by a legal vote in 

May 1906, and formally organized as “The Trustees Of The Free Public Library Of Chatham” 

pursuant to a Certificate of Incorporation as a non-profit corporation and filed with the State of 

New Jersey on January 22, 1907; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to a Joint Library Agreement dated September 1974, as approved 

by the governing bodies of the Township of Chatham and the Borough of Chatham, the Joint 

Library of the Chathams was formed and formally known as “The Trustees of the Joint Free 

Public Library of the Chathams”; and 
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 WHEREAS, for reasons not presently known, following the formation of the joint 

library, the Library never submitted an Amendment to its Certificate of Incorporation formally 

changing the name of the Library; and 

 

 WHEREAS, because the Library did not file any non-profit corporation annual reports 

with the Division of Revenue and Enterprise Services of the New Jersey Treasury (“DORES”) at 

any time after 1988, DORES revoked the Library’s corporate Charter, and the Library’s 

corporate status remains revoked with the State of New Jersey; and 

 

 WHEREAS, every corporation must designate a registered agent, to whom the State can 

send correspondence and otherwise contact on behalf of the corporation, and DORES’ records 

show a member of the original Board of Trustees, George H. Kirkpatrick as the registered agent 

for the Library; and  

 

 WHEREAS, in order to update DORES’ records with regard to the Library’s name and a 

current registered agent, the Library first must file all of the missing annual reports by paying the 

New Jersey Treasury the required annual fee for each year from 1989 to present, at a total cost of 

$845.00; and  

 

 WHEREAS, simultaneous with paying the past due fees to reinstate the Library’s 

corporate status to active, the Library also may file to designate a new registered agent at an 

additional cost of $25.00;  

 

 WHEREAS, once the Library pays the past due fees and DORES reinstates the Library’s 

corporate status to active, the Library may file a Certificate Of Amendment to the original 

Certificate of Incorporation to effectuate the change of the Library’s corporate name, at a cost of 

$130.00 in filing and service fees; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board of Trustees hereby 

authorizes the expenditure of $1,000.00 to pay all past due amounts necessary to bring the 

Library’s Charter from revoked to active status, as well as all fees to change the registered agent 

and amend the Certificate of Incorporation to change the name of the Library; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Board of Trustees hereby authorizes the 

Director, with the assistance and support of the Library’s Attorney, to take all steps necessary to 

reinstate the Library’s corporate status to active with the State of New Jersey and to change the 

name and address of the registered agent of the Library from George H. Kirkpatrick, Chatham, 

New Jersey, to Karen Brodsky, Library Director, 214 Main Street, Chatham, New Jersey 07928; 

and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Board of Trustees hereby authorizes the 

Director, with the assistance and support of the Library’s Attorney, to arrange for the filing of a 

Certificate of Amendment to the Certificate of Incorporation officially changing the legal name 

of the Library to the Joint Free Public Library of the Chathams. 
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RESOLUTION #2020-64 

AUTHORIZING THE BOARD PRESIDENT TO EXECUTE A CERTIFICATE OF 

AMENDMENT TO THE LIBRARY CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION 

 

Resolved that the Board of Trustees authorizes Board President Andrew J. Hollander to execute 

the Certificate of Amendment as discussed. 

 

 

MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 

ADJOURNMENT AND/OR RESOLUTION:  Be it resolved by The Library Board of 

Trustees that it adjourn to an executive session to discuss the following subject matter without 

the presence of the public in accordance with the provisions of R. S. 10:4-12: 

____________________________.  The matters discussed will be made known to the public at 

such time as appropriate action is taken on said matters, and when disclosure will not result in 

unwarranted invasion of individual privacy or prejudice to the best interests of The Library. 
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LIBRARY OF THE CHATHAMS 

CHATHAM, NEW JERSEY 07928 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

 

RESOLUTION #2020-_______ TO ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

  

Be It Resolved by The Library Board of Trustees that it adjourn to an executive session to 

discuss the following subject matter without the presence of the public in accordance with the 

provisions of R. S. 10:4-12: ____________________________.  It is anticipated that the 

deliberations conducted in closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination 

of the Library Board that the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality. 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

      Andy Hollander, President, Board of Trustees 

Date:  ________________ 

 

 

I certify that the above is a true copy of Resolution #2020-______ passed by the Board of 

Trustees of the Library of The Chathams at Special Meeting held on date __________. 

 

 

      ______________________________________ 

      Susan Allen, Secretary   
 


